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Trailside homeowners:  
Tim Ahern 
Tom French 
Dean Peterson 
Stuart Strand 
 
Cyclists: 
Gary Elmer 
Mark Withers 
 
Business representative: 
Jeff Weissman 
 
Community members at large: 
Kate Comtois 
Jon Skamser 
Sandy Koppenol  
 
Other trail users:  
Alison Starling  
Mark Gibbons  
 
Lake Forest Park Parks and Recreation Commission: 
Michelle LeMoine          
 
Ex-officio, non-voting Lake Forest Park City Council Member:  
Ed Sterner 
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The Citizens Advisory Group conducted a thoughtful and thorough debate regarding this 
phase of the trail design as completed by MacLeod Reckord. In general, the “yes” 
answers highlighted on the following chart mean that those CAG members endorsed the 
design. The “no” and “unsure” answers mean that those members either disagreed with 
the design or continue to have questions about whether or not the goals they previously 
identified in their Phase One Report have been met.  
 
For some design elements there is a clear and decisive endorsement from the Citizens 
Advisory Group. A majority agreed, for example, that the trail will be widened 
appropriately, that the trail widening will be done in a reasonable, “middle ground” 
fashion, that the design speeds have been adhered to, and that the trail redesign will help 
to improve trail usage behavior, e.g. speeding cyclists. The removal of existing trail stop 
signs at private driveways and minor intersections was endorsed by a majority of the 
CAG, and, likewise, a majority said that replacing these trail stop signs with trail yield 
signs was not an option they could agree with.   
 
Other design elements, however, received a much more mixed response.  The CAG had 
agreed with the Atelier recommendation, for example, that all chicanes and other 
impediments to trail safety be removed. CAG members sharply disagreed, then, with 
MacLeod Reckord’s proposal to use bollards on the trail. Drainage was another area of 
divided opinion, with four members “unsure” that the design would, in fact, improve 
drainage on the trail. Six members were similarly unsure about the degree to which 
vegetated screening/plantings would be replaced after construction, as well as how this 
vegetation and privacy concerns would be balanced against the use of public right-of-way 
for the trail itself. Likewise, the degree to which the design ensures that public land is 
fully retained and used for the trail was a high area of uncertainty for the CAG. Ten 
members said they were “unsure” that the design does, in fact, meet this goal.  
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And, although beyond the scope of the design itself, the Citizens Advisory Group 
remains concerned about both the enforcement of trail speeds and ongoing trail 
maintenance, both of which fall under the purview of King County. In addition to some 
confusion about whether it is Lake Forest Park’s or King County’s responsibility to 
enforce speeds, a clear majority of the CAG do not believe that this enforcement is 
adequate. Trail maintenance has long been a troublesome issue for many in the Lake 
Forest Park community, and, as indicated by their “no” answers, a strong majority of the 
CAG say that they still do not see convincing evidence that King County will 
appropriately maintain the trail in the future.  
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 The trail design will continue to be refined between September-December 2006. Both 
King County and MacLeod Reckord will consider the views of the Citizens Advisory 
Group, and the general public, as the design is finalized. The CAG will be apprised as to 
how their opinions have been used; the final design will be presented to the Group, and 
members will be able to see where their ideas have been used to change and reshape the 
design as it has progressed.  
 
The CAG has been invaluable to King County and the City of Lake Forest Park during 
the design deliberations. County Executive Ron Sims and Mayor Dave Hutchinson 
greatly appreciate the time, thought, and careful consideration that have characterized 
both the CAG meetings and the two reports produced by the Group.  
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Design Elements and Answers    

Question Yes No Unsure 
1) The Trail will be widened appropriately, ensuring that all users 

have room to use the trail comfortably and safely. 
11 2  

2) The trail will be widened in a way that is a reasonable “middle 
ground” for trailside homeowners. 

11  2 

3) Overhead lighting and striping will be installed at all 
intersections and driveways. 

12 1  

4) The design removes trail stop signs at private driveways and 
minor crossings, and makes necessary stop sign/intersection 
improvements at key intersections.   

11 2  

5) Trail yield signs should replace the trail stop signs at minor 
crossings and private driveways. Trail users would yield to 
vehicles at these crossings. 

3 9 1 

6) The design resolves the question of automated traffic lights at 
intersections.  

12 1  

7) The MacLeod Reckord design presents a viable alternative for 
the three driveways at NE 151st Street. 

7 1 5 

8) The design removes all existing chicanes and other 
impediments that contribute to unsafe conditions. 

 11 2 

9) The MacLeod Reckord design adheres to the design speeds 
delineated in the Atelier Report. 

12  1 

10) The design works to affect trail behavior, especially speeding 
cyclists.   

11 2  

11) The design will improve drainage on the trail.   9  4 

12) The design will remove/replant vegetation, and, at the same 
time, protect the privacy of homeowners along the trail.  

7  6 

13) The design ensures that all land currently under public 
ownership is maintained to accommodate necessary 
improvements, including buffering and mitigation measures. 

1 2 10 

14) The MacLeod Reckord design addresses the concerns, 
questions, and issues that have been raised by the public since 
the Atelier Report and the CAG’s Phase One Report were 
issued. 

8 3 2 

15) The trail design has been completed with an appropriate and 
effective level of public involvement.  

8 3 2 

16) King County has addressed ongoing issues of trail 
maintenance. 

 8 5 

17) King County has addressed the enforcement of posted trail 
speeds. 

 10 3 

18) The trail speed should be posted at 10 mph. 2   

19) The trail speed should be posted at 15 mph. 11   
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